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We have been exploring the stories of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob over the past few months. I have 
repeatedly reminded the congregation that the Bible is not short of family drama. Jacob is one of 
the Bible's most complex characters, with complicated relationships both with God and with other 
people.  

Before this chapter, Jacob had deceived his own father Isaac, pretending to be his older brother 
Esau in order to steal the blessing that did not belong to him. Jacob was the trickster, the 
manipulator, the one who always seemed able to bend circumstances to his advantage. 

Now the tables are turned!!  

Jacob arrives in the household of his uncle Laban, falls deeply in love with Rachel, and agrees to 
work for seven years to marry her. Seven years! In the ancient world, that was an extraordinary 
bride-price, as one or two years would have been normal. But Jacob wanted to show Rachel just 
how much he loved her. 

The Bible tells us that those seven years "seemed to him but a few days because of the love he 
had for her." It is one of the rare places in the Old Testament where romantic love is described so 
openly. Jacob truly loves Rachel. 

But on the wedding night, Laban deceives him. Under the cover of darkness, Jacob marries Leah 
instead. 

The next morning, when he can see clearly, comes a dramatic moment. It says, ‘And in the 
morning, it was Leah!’ (I don’t think I can add anything more to express the shock and confusion!)  

Jacob is stunned. He asks Laban, "Why have you deceived me?" 

There is almost an irony in hearing those words from Jacob. Earlier, he had deceived his brother 
Esau and his blind father. Now he is asking someone else why they have deceived him. 

The deceiver has now become the deceived. 

Perhaps this reminds us that deception never simply ends with one act. It creates a cycle. One lie 
gives birth to another. One act of manipulation damages trust and often returns in unexpected 
ways. Whether in families, workplaces, politics, or even churches, deception slowly undermines 
community. Trust takes years to build but only moments to lose.  

But the story is more than a moral lesson about honesty. 

Because if we only focus on Jacob and Laban, we miss the people who suffer most. 

Rachel and Leah are almost silent throughout the story. No one asks whom they wish to marry. 
They are treated almost as part of a business agreement between two men. 

And what of Leah? 

For generations, people have assumed she was somehow less attractive than Rachel. Whatever 
the meaning of the description of her eyes, the text never says she was ugly. But everyone 
compared her with Rachel. She became "the other sister"—the less loved one.  

Imagine beginning your married life knowing your husband wanted someone else. 

 



The real tragedy is not only Jacob's disappointment; it is Leah's lifelong pain.  

How often do we overlook people simply because someone else receives all the attention? How 
often do we fail to notice those standing quietly beside us? 

Jacob loved Rachel so completely that he could not even see Leah. 

That question reaches beyond this ancient story. 

Who are the "Leahs" in our own communities? Those who feel overlooked? Those who are 
constantly compared with others? Those who long simply to be seen? 

Here I think another surprise should be recognised in this story.  

Although Jacob's plans are frustrated, God's purposes are not. 

In fact, Leah—the wife Jacob never intended to marry—becomes the mother of Judah, from 
whom King David would descend. And generations later, Jesus himself would come from the tribe 
of Judah. 

God's promise moves forward not because human beings behave well, but because God remains 
faithful. 

Throughout Genesis, this family is astonishingly dysfunctional. There is sibling rivalry, favouritism, 
deception, jealousy and heartbreak. If we were writing the story ourselves, we would probably 
choose a much more respectable family to become God's chosen people. 

But God works with real people, not ideal people. 

God works through disappointment. 

God works through broken relationships. 

God works even through the consequences of human sin. 

That should give us hope. 

Many of us know what it is like to experience disappointment. Plans change. Relationships become 
complicated. We discover that life is not unfolding as we imagined. 

Jacob certainly did not imagine serving fourteen years for Rachel. 

Yet those years were not wasted. 

Sometimes we pray for one thing, but God is quietly accomplishing something much larger than 
we can yet see. 

That does not mean God causes or appreciates deception or injustice. Scripture never celebrates 
Laban's behaviour. Yet human failure is never the end of God's story. Human failure may shape 
the journey, but it does not determine the destination. 

Perhaps that is the greatest message of today's reading. 

Our lives are often messier than we would like them to be. Families are complicated. Churches can 
be complicated. Communities are complicated. We carry wounds caused by others, and 
sometimes wounds we ourselves have caused. 

Yet God continues to work through it all.  

So today we are invited to examine our own hearts. 



Are there relationships that need honesty instead of manipulation? 

Are there people we have overlooked because our attention is fixed elsewhere? 

Can we trust that even our disappointments are not beyond God's redeeming work? 

The story of Jacob reminds us that although human beings often fail one another,  

And thanks be to God, who is still writing our stories today. Amen.  

 


