
Keep in touch with what’s happening at St Luke’s and 
in the community. 
Our Weekly News comes out once a week (Fridays only!) 
with events, activities, and updates for all. 
Everyone is welcome to subscribe.  
Please sign up to using the link below  
or scan the QR code.       http://eepurl.com/jzfHgU 
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Open to God.  Open to One Another.  Open to Our Community 
 

How was your summer?  Did you take up my invitation to enjoy some genuine 
Sabbath rest - to make space for yourself and protect that time with care? 

 

I do not usually take a holiday in August.  Instead, I value the opportunity to 
work at a gentler pace, making time for planning and reflection.  This summer, 
I have been thinking particularly about the future of St Luke’s and our place 
within the wider Whyteleafe community. 

 

In June, a wonderful group of people gathered for our Mission Action Plan 
(MAP) workshop.  Together, we reflected on the gifts God has given St Luke’s 
and how we can share them more generously with our community. We 
identified three priorities for 2026–2029: 

 

• Engaging with our community by making greater use of the Transept, 
caring for local people and working alongside Whyteleafe Community 
Hub. 

• Growing in inclusion and diversity through learning, speaking and acting 
for equality, and celebrating the diversity of God’s people - particularly 
LGBTQIA+ people, racial minorities, disabled people and neurodivergent 
people. 

• Nurturing children and families in faith by developing their fellowship 
and deepening our intergenerational worship. 

These priorities can be summed up in three simple invitations:  
Open to God. Open to One Another. Open to Our Community. 

                                                                                 continued overleaf 

 

  

Services at St Luke’s 
September and October 2026 

 

Sunday Services 
Sunday 6th September - Backpack Sunday 
9.30am Sung Eucharist Intergenerational Celebration  
 

Sunday 13th September 
9.30am Sung Eucharist  
 

Sunday 20th September  
10.00am  Service of Thanksgiving and Commemoration for the Battle of Britain  
 

Sunday 27th September – Dedication Sunday 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist  
10.45am  Fellowship of Children and Families  “Water from the Rock” 
 

Sunday 4th October - Harvest Festival 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist Intergenerational Celebration 
 Tinned goods and toiletries for the Whyteleafe Community Hub  
 will be collected during the service 
 

Sunday 11th October - Racial Justice Sunday 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist  
 

Sunday 18th October - Patronal Festival 
10.30am  Sung Eucharist Intergenerational Celebration 
 

Sunday 25th October 
10.30am  All Souls Memorial Service   

 

 
Tuesday Morning Prayer 

9am – 9.30am Join Rev Yin-An and Rev Helen in morning prayer. 
 

To find out about upcoming services and special events, 
please check our website or subscribe to our email updates. 

 

www.stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk 

Pastoral Support 
If you would like to enquire about pastoral support - including baptisms, 

weddings, funerals, or home visits, please contact Rev Yin-An 
(vicar@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk) or the Parish Administrator. 

We are here to support you at any stage of life. 



From September, several new initiatives 
will begin to put this vision into action. 
Working with Barnardo’s and Home-
Start, we now offer Stay and Play at St 
Luke’s, a toddler group for children 
under five, every Thursday from 10.00 - 
11.30 am.  It is a friendly place where 
parents, carers and childminders can 
meet, play and find mutual support. 
 

Twice a month on Sundays, we will also 
hold the Fellowship of Children and 
Families.  We hope children and their 
families will find friendship and a sense 
of belonging at St Luke’s as we share 
biscuits, enjoy crafts and activities, listen 
to stories, and discover moments of 
stillness and prayer together.  

 

For those who would like to explore 
Christianity more deeply, we are 
launching a group called Exploring 
Faith.  It is beginning with a group of 
young adults who are keen to 
discover more, ask honest questions 
and explore faith together, while 
warmly welcoming others who 
would like to join the conversation.  
In my own experience, questions and 
doubts can play an important part in 
our journey of faith.  This autumn, 
inspired by our MAP, we will examine 
some difficult and misunderstood 
biblical texts that have sometimes 
been used to exclude people.  We 
will meet twice a month on Saturday 
mornings. 
 

 



    
 
Another exciting development is the launch 
of St Luke’s Community Choir. After looking 
for musical gifts within our community, we 
are delighted that Emma Skipper - known to 
many local families as Mrs Skipper, formerly 
a music teacher at Whyteleafe School - has 
agreed to lead and develop the choir.  
 

We hope singing together will bring people 
together, strengthen friendships and 
support our wellbeing.  No audition or faith 
background is required: it will simply be a 

welcoming place to sing and belong.  The choir will rehearse on Wednesday 
evenings (7.30-8.30 pm) and is open to everyone aged 13 and over; those 
under 18 will need consent from parents. 
 

There is also much to look forward to in our worship.  
We will mark Dedication Sunday on 27 September 
(giving thanks for our church building and all who 
worship and serve within it), Harvest Festival on 4 
October (supporting Whyteleafe Foodbank), Racial 
Justice Sunday on 11 October, celebrate St Luke’s 
Patronal Festival on 18 October at 10.30 am followed 
by a bring-and-share lunch, and gather for our All Souls’ 
Service on 25 October at 10.30 am to remember those whom we love and 
have died.  You should not miss any of these important celebrations!!  
 

Please see our worship and events calendar for full details, or subscribe to St 
Luke’s Weekly News for the latest information.  
 

Whatever your connection - or lack of connection - with church, we hope you 
will find something at St Luke’s that offers friendship, encouragement and a 
sense of belonging.  Our doors are open, and you are warmly invited.  
 
Rev. Yin-An 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Knitting Ninja’s  
at St Luke’s 

 
Tuesday 1st September  

& 
Friday 2nd October 
9.00am till 12pm 

 
 

Come and chat, knit,  
crochet and craft. 

Bring your own project or we can 
supply wool and needles. 

 
 

All are welcome.  
Refreshments provided. 


