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        Wishing you a  
           Happy Christmas 

 

   Nativity Scene 
‘Crib figures, take care’, 
The notice said. 
The power of your simplicity, 
Grouped there in silent 
Adoration, could leave us 
Most dissatisfied. Take care –  
We cannot bear too much 
Uneasiness. But keep us 
Mindful of the hope 
Embodied in that child, 
Lest we allow it to shatter 
Like a Christmas toy. Above all, 
Keep us from underestimating God, 
Who, more than anything, took risks.     by Ann Lewin 

 

As I write this, all the talk is off ‘Black Friday’ – the day we are encouraged to buy more stuff at cheaper 
prices so that we clog up our world with things we don’t actually need and pay below the actual cost at the 
expense of people on miserable wages who we will never see. 

Is this the new kingdom we are waiting for? 

Is this what the Christ child came for? 

No.  

The Christ child was vulnerable – vulnerable to our human greed, our lust for power, our selfish hearts. 

As I listen to the radio and the babble all around I sense there is a change in the air this Advent – talk of 
buying second hand, of caring about something more than profit, of the emptiness of giving ourselves treats 
because ‘we are worth it’.  

This year there is talk of something else that is truly ‘worth it’.  Something that contains in its very essence 
the vulnerability of Christ –  

It is our planet, the earth and sea and birds and fish that God called Good. 

God took a risk in coming down to earth…. 

Are we ready to take a risk this Christmas?   

Can we follow a radical, risk taking God into the New Year and find new ways of living on this earth, new 
ways of understanding how the stuff we so easily take down from the shelves, is sourced and manufactured? 

In that very risk we may find a gift far greater than anything money can buy.  

We may find in letting go of material gain we find God in Creation. 

In that risk we may find the Christ that is in all things great 
and small. 

The Christ that came to show us the way if only we will 
follow. 

We may find the truth. 

‘What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and 

the darkness did not overcome it.’           John.1.3-6 

  Rev Helen  

Contact  Rev. Annie Kurk on 07563 499260, email: vicar@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk  
or contact the Parish Administrator Alison Pannett on 020 8763 8504,  email: pa@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk 
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Services During December 
 

Sunday 1st December  Advent Sunday 
9.30am Christingle All Age Service 
 

Sunday 8th December 
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Toys for 

Welcare, & Inklings 
 

Sunday 15th December 
9.30am Parish Eucharist & Inklings 
 

Sunday 22nd December 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist & Inklings 

Nativity 
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight with mulled 

wine & mince pies 
 

Tuesday 24th December  Christmas Eve 
4.00pm Nativity Service – children please 

come dressed as a character from 
the nativity if you wish… 

11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 
 

Wednesday 25th December  Christmas Day 
10.00am  Family Eucharist 
 

Sunday 29th December 
9.30am Parish Eucharist 

 

The Next Corner House Café 
Tues 28th January 2020 2.30 - 4.30pm 

at St Luke's. 

Our Tuesday evening Conversation and 
Communion is taking a break during 

December and January 

Caterham Churches Together 
MORNING PRAYER 8.30am 

 

In December on Wednesday mornings Churches 

Together are meeting at Chaldon Church. 

ST LUKE’S MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday 8th December 9.15am 

at RENDEZVOUS Café, Whyteleafe CR3 0BL 

St Luke’s adheres to the Southwark Diocese policies, procedures 
and guidelines for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults 
which is contained within their document ‘A Safe Church’ which can 
be seen in full on their website at: 
 www.southwark.anglican.org/what/diocesan-policies-procedures 
It is also published in the form of a manual, a copy of which is kept 
in the porch at the front of the church should you wish to view it.  
St Luke’s Parish Safeguarding Officer is 

Richard Peacock   07947274189    richardjpeacock@gmail.com 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to 

Jill Clark who was 

recognised on Sun 

24th  Nov  by the 

Southwark Diocese 

and the Childrens 

Society for her hard 

work over the last 

20 years to raise the 

profile of this charity 

at St Luke’s. 

 

Jill has helped to fundraise thousands of pounds for 

them over the years by helping with the Christingle 

Services, holding gift sales, organising the collection 

boxes and selling cards. 

Jill was presented with a gold pin and certificate by 

Dave Farris the Voluntary President of the 

Southwark Diocese for The Children’s Society. 

 

Marriage Preparation 

 St Paul's Church Woldingham 

  Sat January 25th at 10am 

St Luke’s Whyteleafe 

Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 22nd Dec 6.30pm 

With mulled wine and mince pies 
St Lawrence’s Church, Caterham   

Advent Course Introducing Christian Meditation 
  

Wed 4th, 11th, 18th Dec 7.30pm 8.30pm   
Led by Fr Trevor and Laura Mapstone 

 

Discover the roots of Christian meditation & the importance 
of finding spaces of stillness & silence in our lives. 

The course will include teaching, discussion and practice. 

Date for the Diary  
Service of Prayer for Christian Unity  

Whyteleafe Free Church   Sunday Jan 19th at 7pm 
 

Christmas Day Lunch 
 

Caterham Churches come together to organise a 
Christmas Day lunch for the elderly, their carers, the 
lonely & others who are struggling.   

 

Held at the Westway Centre, 25 Chaldon Road, Caterham 
 

Volunteers are needed to help. Come and be “jolly” and 
share Christmas with others – whether that’s for a couple 
of hours or the whole day.  The contribution you “gift” can 
make a huge difference in someone else's life. 

 

Interested?    Please email Andy Parr 
         andy@caterhamhill.co.uk   for further details. 

Caterham Churches Together 

Carol Concert at St Lawrence’s Church 

Tuesday 10th Dec at 8pm 

http://www.southwark.anglican.org/what/diocesan-policies-procedures

