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Christmas Blessings from Revd Annie 
 

“And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 

by cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 
by triumphing over them in him” (Colossians 2:13–15). 

 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” is one of the most famous and most theologically rich Christmas carols in 
existence.  It's hard to believe that the words and catchy tune of this carol have been a part of Christmas 
celebrations for 500 years! 
 

Here are the lyrics: 
 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen In Bethlehem, in Israel 
Let nothing you dismay This blessed Babe was born 
Remember, Christ, our Saviour And laid within a manger 
Was born on Christmas day Upon this blessed morn 
To save us all from Satan’s power The which His Mother Mary 
When we were gone astray Did nothing take in scorn 
O tidings of comfort and joy O tidings of comfort and joy 
Comfort and joy Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy O tidings of comfort and joy 

 

We know little about where this song came from.  Of all the carols still being sung today, this is one of the oldest.  
It dates back to before the 16th century.  Some of you may know already that the song is mentioned in the classic 
by Charles Dickens, 'A Christmas Carol' which was written in 1843. 

We’re told in the first verse that Christ was born on Christmas Day to 
save us all from Satan’s power.  That’s a powerful theological thought 
for all of us to consider during this season. 
The Bible says it like this:  
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the 

devil” (1 John 3:8b). 
 

All throughout the Bible, we read about Jesus wrecking the devil’s 
works.  Every time he resisted temptation, healed an illness, or cast a 
demon out of a person, he made a mockery out of the devil.  Of course, 
the ultimate example of this came at the cross, where Jesus' death and 
resurrection sealed the beginning of the destruction of evil for ever.  So 
this Christmas, don’t let the word ‘gentlemen’ in this carol put you off 
course when you think about the enormity of what God did for every 
single one of us when he sent his Son to be born of a woman on 
Christmas Day.  It’s time at Christmastide to concentrate on not letting 
anything dismay us because we know that Jesus has already defeated 
evil in this world and one day he will come again and the world will live 
in love – just how God designed it to be.   
 

Come and join in with all our many acts of worship this season and let’s 
sing hymns and carols with hope and gusto as we celebrate the birth of the Christ child. 
 

Go therefore in peace, with comfort and joyful prayer, to have a blessed Christmas season and a fruitful new year.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen 





  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Caterham Churches Together 
Wednesday Morning Prayer 8.30am 

 

In December it will be held at  
St Mary’s Caterham 

 

and in January at  
St Luke’s Whyteleafe 

St Luke’s Diary 
Bubble Church:  
9.30am 1st Sunday of the month in the transept 
 

Luke’s Lounge:  
Every Wednesday 1pm -3pm with The Whyteleafe 
Community Hub see Facebook and Website for 
events  
Taking a break after the 13th Dec, back on 10tth Jan. 
 

Knitting Ninjas:  
1st Thursday of the Month 9am – 12pm 
 

Little Lukes:  
Fridays 9am – 11am will be taking a break in the 
school holidays over Christmas (Last session before 

Christmas 15th Dec and back on the 5th Jan. 
 

Lions and Lambs:  
Friday 3pm – 4.30pm will be taking a break in the 
school holidays over Christmas.  Last session before 
Christmas 15th Dec and back on the 12th Jan 

Online Evening Prayer  
Thursdays at 6.30pm 

Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pw

d=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2l0N0tpREZrdEVjdz09 

Services at St Luke’s in December 2023 and January 2024 
 

Sunday 3rd December  
9.30am Bubble Church  
10.30am Christingle   
 

Sunday 10th December  
9.30am Holy Communion Service  
 

Sunday 17th December   
9.30am Café Church  
7.00pm Carols by Candlelight 
 

Sunday 24th December  
9.30am Holy Communion Service  
4pm Nativity Service   
11.30pm Midnight Mass  

 

Monday 25th December 
10.00am Christmas Day Service  
 

Sunday 31st December 
9.30am Service of the Word 

Sunday 7th January 
9.30am Bubble Church 
10.30am Epiphany All Age Service 
 

Sunday 14th January 
9.30am Holy Communion Service & Sunday School 
 

Sunday 21st January 
9.30am Café Church 
 

Sunday 28th January 
9.30am Holy Communion Service & Sunday School 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pwd=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2l0N0tpREZrdEVjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pwd=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2l0N0tpREZrdEVjdz09


 

 
Wednesday 6th December 

Walk-In Clinics at St Lukes Whyteleafe 


