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St Lukes is now OPEN 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made – let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
         Psalm 118: 24 

 
As St Luke’s Church has already been open for prayer again, and on 5th July open 
for it’s first service after lockdown, it occurs to me that this is an historic occasion.  
All that we have been through with the coronavirus and consequent lockdown will 
be taught to children in their history lessons at school in the future. 
 

I wonder whether we will remember our own experiences through lockdown with 
joy or with sadness and regret?  However we remember this time, it would be great 
to write it down so that in generations to come a record of life during the first 
pandemic, others can read what we did and maybe even learn from it.  
 

I read a piece recently from the LICC (London 
Institute for Contemporary Christianity) which was 
titled ‘Note To Self’. 
 

It talked about how the playwright James Graham, recently composed a letter 
that he (along with other cultural figures) sent to his ‘post-lockdown self’, 
sealed in an envelope to be opened next year. 
 

What a great idea! It’s to remind him – and us, if we choose to do the same – 
what life was like in lockdown; what we’ve missed, what we’ve welcomed, and 
what we’ve learned about how to live, beyond it. 

 

Thinking about it, the last few weeks, for me, as we have begun to open St Luke’s Church again, are filled 
with moments of awakening, like the seeds scattered in the parable of the sower. 
 

Do you remember the initial shock of the empty supermarket shelves No milk, no pasta, no bread, no loo 
rolls.  Note to self: be grateful for plenitude; think of your relationship with food, where it’s come from, and 
learn to grow some for yourself. 
 

I remember the day I heard that a friend, a vicar in Kingston had died because of the virus.  How quickly that 
happened and how I don’t want to forget him.  Note to Self:  tend the seedlings of my friendships with extra 
care, with love. 

 

And even as lockdown ‘eases’, we remain in ‘liminal’ space. We’ve a 
summer without the treasures of Glastonbury, Wimbledon, the 
Olympics, our Christian festivals… Will we merely lament their 
absence, or can we be present to what’s precious in their place?  Note 
to self:  By next year, I’d love to be contributing more to life creatively, 
and consuming less.  That’s possible, isn’t it? 
 

 
Continued overleaf… 

  



Coffee, Cake and Chat! 
Thursday at 9.30am 

 

Join us for coffee, cake and a chat 
on Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/85330655651 

 
 
 

‘Dear Future Me,’ wrote James Graham: ‘Stay connected to your friends… Call your mum for no reason. 
Keeping Face-Timing Dad.  Not just a call.  Look at his face.’ 
 

Wise words. What would yours be?  For now’s the time to think on this, 
to tend these seeds, to keep the soil watered, sunlit.  It makes me 
wonder, too, what other words my ‘post-lockdown self’ might send me, 
here, in return.  ‘This, too, is the day the Lord has made,’ she might say.  
‘Don’t rush straight off.  You may never see the likes of this again.’  
 

What do you think?  Should we have a book that we keep at St Luke’s 
where we keep our lockdown memories together as a church family?  
Do write them down and bring them into church when you are able and 
together we will record history. 
 

Rev Annie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Luke’s adheres to the Southwark Diocese policies, 
procedures and guidelines for safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults which is contained within their document ‘A 
Safe Church’ which can be seen in full on their website 
at:www.southwark.anglican.org/what/diocesan-policies-
procedures  It is also published in the form of a manual, a copy 
of which is kept in the porch at the front of the church should you 
wish to view it. St Luke’s Parish Safeguarding Officer is Richard 
Peacock   07947274189 richardjpeacock@gmail.com 

Caterham Churches Together 
MORNING PRAYER 8.30am 

 

Wednesday mornings at 8.30am 
Churches Together Morning prayer  

 

Join the Zoom Meeting   
 https://zoom.us/j/608507973 

St Luke’s Services During July 
 

During July the church will be open for Sunday services at 9.30am. 
A recorded service will still be available to you all weekly on YouTube. 
The links to the services will be posted on the website for all to enjoy. 

If you need Zoom passwords please email pa@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk 
 

Evening Prayer at 6.30pm 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,  

Thursdays & Fridays 
 

Join Rev Helen for evening prayer on Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/82053753781 

Night Prayer at 9.30pm 
on Sundays, Tuesdays,  

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
 

Join Rev Helen for night prayer Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/149663698 

Saturday Nights are Quiz Nights! 

We continue to host a charity quiz for all who would 
like to join us for an hour of fun at 7pm on 
Saturday evenings.  The Zoom link is on the website.   
Please do join us on Saturdays during July. 
 

Contact  Rev. Annie Kurk on 07563 499260, email: vicar@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk  
or contact the Parish Administrator Alison Pannett on 020 8763 8504,  email: pa@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk 

Catching up after Private Prayer 
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