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Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective.  Elijah was a human being, even as we are.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops. 

James 5:16–18 
 
We begin June having just celebrated Pentecost when the disciples of Jesus heard and felt the incredible power of God’s 
Holy Spirit, enabling them to do some pretty incredible things.  They spoke different languages, they went out and 
founded churches, they healed the sick.  I expect they felt a bit like Superman!  The power from on high filling them with 
the love of God.  

 
If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  Some days, I would like the ability to teleport – a quick and eco-
friendly way to travel.  Other days I would quite enjoy invisibility.  I read about someone who wished they could dodge 
raindrops.  Personally, I feel that to be a bit of a waste of a superpower, and also only necessary in the winter, but who 
am I to judge? 
 

Superpowers are all about doing things which are beyond our usual abilities, and ordinarily out of our control.  And alas, 
superpowers are only for fiction and those bitten by radioactive spiders.  In our ordinary world we have only our very 
human abilities to assist us in a crisis.  Do we doubt our own abilities in a crisis like the Coronavirus pandemic? 
 

In this Bible passage, however, James suggests otherwise. Prayer, he says, is a powerful thing. It may look simple and 
unimpressive, but it has great resources at its disposal. It has, in fact, the power of God behind it. 
 

Do we have to be superhuman to access this power?  No, says James. Elijah was a righteous man, yes, but he was also 
‘a human being, even as we are’.  He was just like us, he was right with God, and his prayers stopped the rain!  Quite the 
superpower if you ask me. 
 

There was no special formula, no particular routine to it, no special outfits – and certainly no capes… Elijah just prayed. 
And the Lord listened to and answered his prayer. 
 

James is clear: there is no situation in which prayer is not the proper response.  Family crisis, lost keys, pandemic, broken 
down car, terminal illness.  We must begin with prayer.   I find that convicting yet deeply reassuring.   
 

continued overleaf….. 
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We are praying that our lovely church will be open for 

personal prayer around the beginning of July.   

It will mean socially distant seating arrangements but 

it's a step forward.   

This is how one church cordoned off it's pews to ensure 

everyone stays safe... 

 

 
Joseph M. Scriven’s well known hymn puts it beautifully: 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 
What a privilege to carry  
Everything to God in prayer 
 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
Oh, what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 
Today, may we find conviction, rest, and encouragement in these words, and the God who hears and answers prayer.  
Come Holy Spirit. 
 

God Bless           Rev Annie 

 
It is always sad when one of our church family dies and at this time, we mourn together with their families, 
for Peter Kennedy, Daphne Older and John Stringer who have made it to heaven before us. 
 
Revd Annie is in contact with the families who certainly have appreciated all our prayers.  
 
Daphne's son Jonathan wrote:   'Just a quick message to say Melanie and I 
had a lovely day yesterday giving Mum a fitting send off, given the restrictions.  
Post ceremony we were able to comfort each other with family memories 
whilst sitting in the tranquillity of the crematorium’s gardens, bathed in 
sunshine.  Your prayers really did help.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St Luke’s adheres to the Southwark Diocese policies, 
procedures and guidelines for safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults which is contained within their document 
‘A Safe Church’ which can be seen in full on their website 
at:www.southwark.anglican.org/what/diocesan-policies-
procedures  It is also published in the form of a manual, a 
copy of which is kept in the porch at the front of the church 
should you wish to view it. St Luke’s Parish Safeguarding 
Officer is Richard Peacock   07947274189 
richardjpeacock@gmail.com 

http://www.southwark.anglican.org/what/diocesan-policies-procedures
http://www.southwark.anglican.org/what/diocesan-policies-procedures


Coffee, Cake and Chat! 
Thursday at 9.30am 

 

Join us for coffee, cake and a chat 
on Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/85330655651 

A car crashed into the metal railings outside the 
lychgate of St Luke's Church during May.  The family 
inside were thankfully not hurt but the railings remain 
flattened and the church wall may need some 
attention. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

Caterham Churches Together 
MORNING PRAYER 8.30am 

 

Wednesday mornings at 8.30am for the Churches 
Together Morning prayer  

 

Join the Zoom Meeting   
 https://zoom.us/j/608507973 

Services During June 
 

During June the Sunday services will be recorded and available to you all weekly on YouTube. 
 

The links to the services will be posted on the website for all to enjoy. 
 
If you need Zoom passwords please email pa@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk  
 

Evening Prayer at 6.30pm 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,  

Thursdays & Fridays 
 

Join Rev Helen for evening prayer on Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/82053753781 

Night Prayer at 9.30pm 
on Sundays, Tuesdays,  

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
 

Join Rev Helen for night prayer Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/149663698 

Saturday Nights are Quiz Nights! 

We continue to host a charity quiz for all who 
would like to join us for an hour of fun at 7pm 
on Saturday evenings.  The Zoom link is on the 
website.  We have different quizmasters each 
time - last week even Zac showed not only his 
intelligence (the questions he posed were 
written by him) but also his presentation 
skills!  He's a hard act to follow... 
Please do join us on Saturdays during June. 
 

St Luke's was blessed on VE 
Day this year by a bagpiper 
who played at the lychgate of 
St Luke's Church to mark the 
anniversary. 
He then went and paid his 
respects at the war graves in 
our churchyard. 

WELL DONE 
 

Although our 2020 
Pilgrimage to Winchester 
was cancelled due to COvid 
19 we still managed to use 
the idea of Pilgrimage to 
raise money for Christian 
Aid week. 
 

In total we totted up 558 
miles and raised £2047 see 
certificate at end of the 
newsletter.  The Just Giving 
page will be open for a few 
more weeks as donations 
are still coming in… 
https://www.justgiving.com
/fundraising/lockdownpilgri
mage 
 

Two of our Pilgrims  
Jane and Lexi  

St Luke's churchyard continues to host a 

Thank You tree for the community where 

people come and hang their symbols and 

words of thank you to those in Whyteleafe 

who are going above and beyond.  Please do 

come and visit it when you are out 

exercising... 

https://zoom.us/j/
mailto:pa@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk
https://zoom.us/j/82053753781
https://zoom.us/j/149663698
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lockdownpilgrimage
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lockdownpilgrimage
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lockdownpilgrimage


 

 

Thank you  

   …for your fantastic fundraising!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Florence is a soulful, joyful woman: full of life, love and laughter. With help from Christian Aid’s local faith partner, Florence and 
her community were able to build a dam together, just 30 minutes from her house.  Using water from the dam, Florence grows 
tomatoes, onions and chillies on her farm.  Her children can eat healthy, nutritious vegetables, and she has enough left to sell. 
It’s her source of life and joy.  She says: ‘I have been sustained by the earth dam.  My life has changed. I am very happy. You 
can see it in my face: my face is shining. I have strength and power.’   

 

Well done St Peter & St Pauls Chaldon,  

and St Luke's Whyteleafe 

for completing your Lockdown Pilgrimage of 558 miles 

and raising £2047! 
  



Our very own rainbow of hope and thanks to the NHS 
 over Kenley Common. 

 Beautiful bluebells by Kenley Airfield 
the flowers are out all over 

Whyteleafe...even if we aren't! 

 

 

 

 

and finally is this what 

the future looks like? 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact  Rev. Annie Kurk on 07563 499260, email: vicar@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk  
or contact the Parish Administrator Alison Pannett on 020 8763 8504,  email: pa@stlukeswhyteleafe.co.uk 


